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Tidal Wetlands News & Events
Environment Virginia Symposium.  April 5-7, 2011.  Lexington, VA. 
“Sustainable Solutions for Uncertain Times: Partnering for Economic and 
Environmental Success”.  Details at:  http://www.vmi.edu/environmentva.
Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals – Spring Workshop. April 
7, 2011.  Charlottesville, VA.  “Status of the Science: Wetland Restoration, 
Stream Restoration and Watershed Management.”  Details at: http://www.
vawp.org/
York River Research Symposium.  April 20, 2011, VIMS. Sponsored 
by CBNERRS.  Details at: http://www.vims.edu/cbnerr/coastal_training/
upcoming_workshops/
2011 Mitigation & Ecosystem Banking Conference.  April 26-29, 2011. 
Baltimore, MD. Details at: http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/
Are Blue Crabs on the Rebound?  April 28, 2011,VIMS.  VIMS 
After-hours lecture, Dr. Rom Lipcius. Details at: http://events.wm.edu/
vimsafterhours/2011/04/28/170/
Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals – Workshop Series.   
May 13, 2011.  VCU Rice Center, Charles City, VA.  “Benthic Macro-
Invertebrates.”   Details at: http://www.vawp.org/
Society of Wetland Scientists – Joint meeting with WETPOL & Wetlands 
Biogeochemistry Symposium. July 3-8, 2011. Prague, Czech Republic. 
Details at: http://www.sws2011.com
Oyster Aquaculture in the Bay.  July 28, 2011. VIMS After-
hours lecture, Dr. Stan Allen.  Details at:  http://events.wm.edu/
vimsafterhours/2011/07/28/181/
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The Center for Coastal Resources Management  has completed a Decision Tree for Currently Defended 
Shorelines, to be used where shoreline defense structures are 
already in place.  This decision tree has separate branches for 
different structures, such as existing revetments, bulkheads, 
groins, marsh sills, and offshore breakwaters.  Users are led 
through structure and site characteristics and arrive at the 
environmentally preferred approach for the shoreline.  This 
is the second in a series of decision trees to be developed 
for coastal decision makers and shoreline property owners. 
The first was a Decision Tree for Undefended Shorelines, 
presented at the Spring 2010 workshop.  Our next 
workshop, scheduled for May 5, 2011, will provide hands-
on experience with the new decision tree.
In this issue:
WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT
Cinco de Mayo Fest:
Applying Policy to Shoreline Management
Thursday, May 5, 2011
 at VIMS
See inside for information & registration!
Also
Tidal Wetlands News & Events
Decision Tree for Currently Defended Shorelines
SAM and Shoreline Inventory Data Tools – 
hands on!
Also introduced at the Spring 2010 workshop was SAM, 
or Shoreline Assessment Mapper, a new interactive online 
GIS tool with various upland, wetland, and shallow water 
habitat data and site conditions.  The workshop will provide 
hands-on time in our computer lab to work with SAM and 
our Shoreline Inventory maps. 
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WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT
Cinco de Mayo Fest: 
Applying Policy to Shoreline Management
Thursday, May 5, 2011
Watermen’s Hall Lobby & Auditorium
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Gloucester Point, VA
8:00 am - 9:00 am Registration 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm Workshop
Workshop Web Site:   ccrm.vims.edu/Spring2011.html
A workshop will be held at VIMS for local government staff, advisory board members, marine contractors, permitting 
agents, environmental consultants, and anyone else interested in coastal resources management in the Commonwealth.  
Speakers include VIMS CCRM scientists, VMRC engineers, and General Assembly legislative staff.
• Coastal Management Decision Tree for Currently Defended Shorelines – hands on!
• Shoreline Assessment Mapper (SAM) – hands on!
• Shoreline Inventory Maps – hands on!
• Establishing Tidal Datums at a Location
• General Assembly Updates
• State Wetland Plan
• and other updates!
Planned Workshop Topics
If paying by VISA/MasterCard please email (dawnf@vims.edu) or fax (804-684-7179) registration form 
   AND call Dawn at 804-684-7380 with credit card information.
 Make checks payable to:  VIMS Tidal Wetlands Workshop
 Please mail:    Tidal Wetlands Workshop/CCRM
          P.O. Box 1346 
          Gloucester Point, VA 23062
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Affiliation______________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________Fax_________________________________
Email__________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Registration - $25 (includes lunch).  
Deadline for payment & registration: April 28, 2011
Establishment of Tidal Datums: Finding MLW at Your Location
Shoreline ownership and regulatory jurisdictions are defined in part by tidal datums such as mean low water (MLW) and 
mean high water (MHW).  These datums are established by long term monitoring at NOAA tide gauge stations and change 
as sea level rises.  A common problem arises in transferring these tidal datums to individual shoreline lots.  At the workshop, 
marine surveyors from VMRC will discuss tidal datums, other datums, and surveying details, as well as  provide an 
explanation of how tidal datums are established in the field.
General Assembly Updates
The Virginia General Assembly passed a resolution during the 2010 session tasking VIMS with a study of shoreline management 
in Virginia. That report was delivered prior to the 2011 General Assembly session. In the 2011 session, Sen. Northam introduced 
Senate Bill 964, which incorporated recommendations from the VIMS study.  The Bill passed both houses and awaits the 
Governor’s signature.
The bill requires:
• VMRC to establish and implement a general permit regulation that authorizes and encourages the use of living shorelines 
as the preferred alternative for stabilizing tidal shorelines. 
• VMRC, DCR, and VIMS to develop integrated guidance for the management of tidal shoreline systems for the regulatory 
entities with authority over shoreline management projects. 
• VIMS to develop comprehensive coastal resource management guidance for local governments, who would be required to 
incorporate such guidance at the next scheduled review of their comprehensive plan. 
State Wetland Program Plan
US EPA is encouraging states to develop Wetland Program Plans that outline goals and plans over the next few years and 
a schedule for implementation of the plans.  States that have developed Plans will have an advantage in the EPA funding 
process.  Virginia wetland management entities are working to prepare a Virginia Wetland Program Plan, and VIMS-CCRM is 
coordinating that effort.
Topic areas to be addressed in the plan include: 
monitoring and assessment, regulation, 
voluntary restoration and protection, water 
quality standards for wetlands, planning, 
information acquisition and outreach/education 
The Plan should outline goals and actions over 
a time period of 3 to 5 years, with a schedule 
for carrying out the actions and achieving the 
goals. Virginia’s Plan will be based upon a 5 
year timeframe with consideration given to 
a longer planning horizon to address longer 
term sustainability of wetlands, particularly 
tidal wetland resources. The Virginia Plan 
identifies actions to improve implementation 
and develop new programmatic elements to 
help achieve the overall goal of no net loss/ net 
resource gain.
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